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be obtained for delivery of the rupees.   These methods pursued will prevent
our being defrauded of our duties.
125.    The coinage you are to collect on all silver is two and half per cent
upon the contractors' prices,  which you are to appropriate in the following
manner:   one per cent  bring  to our credit,  one per  cent we  indulge our
Governour for the time being, and half per cent to the Mint Master as an
encouragement to discharge this trust widi fidelity  and application; but if
this coinage should raise the silver to a higher rate than at Bombay where the
like duties are collected, you are then to lower the coinage until you give the
trader equal to what he receives  at our other Presidencies.   Otherwise we
cannot expect this mint to flourish.   And in this case let our duty be one per
cent and what may remain divide to our Governour and Mint Master in the
above mentioned proportion.
126.    The Mint Master is to enter in one book die persons, species, if
silver or gold, they deliver to the mint, their amount, the coiixage duty, and
the several payments; in another book the receipt and delivery of all the
Company's silver; monthly accounts of each are to be given into the Board,
and the Mint Master in the same distinct manner is to transmit us those
distinct accounts annually,  which are to be signed by him.   We settle no
duties on the coinage of gold; it's left to you; and you have liberty to lessen
them in such manner as may preserve the credit of your mint,
127.    It will require great care and circumspection that the rupees are
kept up to their standard, and it's not in our power to send you  a  capable
Assay Master.   However if our Governour will frequently, in a private manner,
deliver a few rupees of different coinages to goldsmiths intirely iiidcpendant
of the contractors, their assays will be a better check upon the mint than any
person   we   can   procure   here.   Your   Secretary   must   also   annually   take
himself of four different coinages forty rupees, from each' ten promiscuously.
These are to be sealed up separately and transmitted us to be assayed   at
the Tower.
128.    We will suffer no bullion imported at Calcutta to be coined or sold
elsewhere.   It shall be coined in our mint only, and those who do not chusc
to do this may carry or return the same to the place it came from.   But as
this indulgence may be abused and under pretence of carrying it back, may
convey it to our European or other neighbours, we order that all such bullion
shall pay us a duty of half per cent when exported.   And for the better know-
ing what gold and silver is brought into Calcutta, our Sea Custom Master
must certify to our Mint Master the persons and quantities imported; and
though bullion pays no customs, still let the same be entered on our custom
books as regularly as merchandize.
129.    Protections were originally intended to secure   our   property   and
meant by us to be granted our contractors, brokers and other useful persons
connected with our affairs, and to none else.   But for many years they have
been given indiscriminately, too "rften we fear, to serve private purposes.   To
remedy this great evil in future, we order that every merchant craving our
protection shall present a petition to the Governour and Council setting forth
his motives, or pretensions for such favour; if his request is  granted, the
reasons are to be assigned on your consultations*   He is then to be registered